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changed. In the debates which occurred during
the passage of this hill Mr. Webster took but
little part, but they caused a furious outbreak on
the part of the South Carolinians led by Hayne,
and ended in the confirmation of the protective
policy. When Mr. Webster spoke at the New
York dinner in 1831, he gave his hearers to under-
stand very clearly that the nullification agitation
was not at an end, and after the passage of the
new tariff bill he saw close at hand the danger
which he had predicted.

In November, 1832, South Carolina in conven-
tion passed her famous ordinance nullifying the
revenue laws of the United States, and her Legis-
lature, which assembled soon after, enacted laws to
carry out the ordinance, and gave an open defi-
ance to the Federal government. The country
was filled with excitement. It was known that
Mr. Calhoun, having published a letter in defence
of nullification, had resigned the vice-presidency,
accepted the senatorship of South Carolina, and
was coming to the capital to advocate his favorite
doctrine. But the South Carolinians had made
one trifling blander. They had overlooked the
President. Jackson was a Southerner and a Dem-
ocrat, "but he was also the head of the nation, and
determined to maintain its integrity. On Decem-
ber 10, before Congress assembled, he issued his
famous proclamation in which he took up vigor-
ously the position adopted by Mr. Webster in his